
THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
Third Sunday in Lent
20 March 2022, 11h00

Welcome to this service of worship

We are happy you are here!

At ACP, we are called to love and welcome people of all socio-economic backgrounds,

ethnicities, races, nationalities, gender identities, and sexual orientations. All who place

their faith in Christ and seek to be his disciple are invited to become full members.

Although we are slowly removing Covid restrictions, we ask that you continue to

wear your mask during our worship services. Creation Care is important to us, so

please take or recycle your bulletin at the end of the service.

Corporate words are in bold. You are invited to rise when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude O God, Have Mercy F. Mendelssohn

Frédéric Goncalves, soloist Fred Gramann, organ

If God Be For Us G.F. Handel

Jennifer Young, soloist Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Call to Worship Jodi Fondell

We gather today and look, O God, with longing and compassion

With hearts breaking for the nations and people we love.

Today, open us to visions we have never known, strengthen us for

self-givings we have never made.

Help us be gracious with ourselves so we can extend grace to

others.

Delight us with a oneness we could never have imagined,

except in You. (adapted from John Phillip Newell)

Hymn No. 434    We All Are Called to Be Disciples tune: KINGSFOLD



Prayer of Common Confession

God, we want to come clean with you today. We want to use

this season of Lent to open up about our insecurities,

weaknesses, and failings – and we are trusting you and

ourselves, to not respond with judgment and shame. We

confess that we spend too much time faking we have it all

together. We hope others don’t ever see our missteps. God,

help us, we pray, to not take ourselves too seriously; to

admit our needs, and overall, to be gentle and even laugh

with our very imperfect selves. (time of silent prayer)

Words of Assurance

Friends, remember, God knows and loves you completely. Shame and

judgment were defeated through the life, death, and resurrection of

Christ. You are free to give yourself a break.

Thanks be to God. We will do that together. Amen.

Gloria Patri, No. 579

Sacrament of Baptism Allison Wheeler, Paul Rock

Amalia Tyan, daughter of Camille and Robin Tyan

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:14-16 (page 786 in the pew Bibles)

Children may come forward to watch the baptism and then go to their worship space.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and

earth, and in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. Who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose

again; he ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of

God the Father almighty; from where he will come to judge

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy,

universal Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace



Music With This Water Fred Gramann

(sung in honor of Amalia’s baptism)

Adult Choir   Jennifer Young, soloist

Lenten Sermon Series: Good Enough

Sermon Is It Okay to Laugh? Paul Rock

Genesis 32:22-33:12 (page 26 in the pew Bibles)

A Moment of Reflection

We Respond and Are Sent into the World

Prayers of the People Elizabeth Murray

We bring our struggles, celebrations, and gifts to God.

The Lord’s Prayer (in your mother tongue)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and

ever. Amen.

Call for Offering

Offertory Music At The River arr. Aaron Copland

John Bernard, soloist Laurana Mitchelmore, piano

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication Doug Fondell



Hymn God, You Call Us to The Waters

tune: W ZLOBIE LEZY 4 ("Infant Holy, Infant Lowly")

text: © 2016 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

God, you call us to the waters

Where your gracious blessings flow,

Yet we ask: "What should we offer?"

"What's the cost?" We want to know.

What we long for — can we earn it?

Can we buy it? Can we learn it?

What's the cost? We want to know.

We confess your invitation

Sounds too wondrous to be true.

Milk and wine and your salvation,

Living water — gifts from you!

May your waters and your table

Now remind us you are able

To give life, and life anew.

When we search for things to feed us

That will never satisfy,

Lord we pray that you will lead us

To the waters you provide.

Help us turn to seek your waters,

As repenting sons and daughters;

Lead us to abundant life.

Collective Benediction Paul Rock

Blessed are you who realize there is simply not enough —

time, money, resources.

Blessed are you who are tired of pretending that raw effort

is the secret to perfection. It’s not. And you know that now.

Blessed are you who need a gentle reminder that even now,

even today, God is here, and somehow, that is good enough.

(Kate Bowler)

Congregational Amen, No. 586

(There will not be a Postlude during Lent)



Pandemic practices at ACP

● For worship services mask wearing (over both mouth and nose) is obligatory,
and good social distancing is suggested.

● For all other events and meetings, mask wearing is optional.
● Pass vaccinal or sanitaire are no longer required.

Lenten Theme: Good Enough

We all are faced with external expectations to be the perfect provider, friend,
daughter... Internally we tell ourselves we should always look great, feel great, be
great. As Christians we actually don't believe in perfection on this side of heaven.
And greatness has a very different definition in God's eyes. This Lent we will try to
remind each other that we are beautiful and our lives are blessed, even if they aren't
what we thought they should be. Hopefully we can begin to feel less alone, less
judged, and more beloved when we realize that good is actually enough.

Submitting your Giving Commitment for 2022

Did you miss Commitment Sunday? No worries, you can still make your 2022 giving
commitment online at acparis.org/estimatedgiving2022. We could really use your
support as we continue to rebuild and renovate the post-pandemic church!

Announcements

Coffee Fellowship: We invite all to join us for a warm drink and warm welcome after
the service, remembering to keep masks on while talking and not sipping.
If you are new: Please stop by our newcomer table at coffee hour so we can
welcome you to ACP and answer any questions you may have.
In need of prayer? If you are in need of prayer today, a lay caregiver is available in
the chapel (to the right of the sanctuary) to pray with you. If you would like members
of the lay care ministry team, members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to
uphold you in prayer, you may contact us at acparis.org/prayers.
Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday 27 March, following the 11h Combined
Worship Service, in the Sanctuary (online viewing will be available). The Council of
the American Church in Paris requests the presence of all voting members of the
ACP – and welcomes all congregants – to attend the annual congregational meeting.
The purpose of the meeting is to receive the 2021 Ministry Reports from the Council
and the ACP Pastoral Leadership, present the 2021 preliminary financial results, and
vote to approve the 2022 budget. Light lunch will be provided, please bring your own
drink. Childcare will also be provided, and parents should plan to pack a lunch for
their child/children. Please plan to attend this meeting, but if you cannot be present



in person, make sure your vote counts by completing the electronic proxy at
acparis.org/proxy. We kindly request that you submit your electronic proxy by
Saturday 26 March, in order to save time at the Congregational Meeting. In
preparation for the meeting, members of the Executive Committee and the Finance
Committee will be available for questions at a table during coffee hours today.
Farewell Celebration for Pastors Doug and Jodi Fondell: 3 April. Save the date
and plan to attend worship on 3 April as we will celebrate Doug and Jodi in worship
and during a reception in the Theater at 12h15.
Easter Lilies: We invite you to participate in our 2022 Easter Services worship
services this year, wherever you may be, by providing an Easter Lily for the ACP
sanctuary, and making a special dedication in honor or memory of a loved one in
our worship bulletins. The suggested donation for the lilies is 25€ per plant.
However, we invite you to prayerfully consider making a special donation for your
Easter Lily to help ACP continue to serve and bring hope to our community all over
the world. Order today at acparis.org. Last day to order: 3 April.
A special fundraising concert for ACP will be presented in our sanctuary on
Saturday 9 April at 19h30 by the three SOTTO VOCE young adult and children’s
choirs under the direction of Scott Prouty. Tickets are €10 for adults and €5 for
students, and can be purchased online at acparis.org/sottovoce. Year-end tax
receipts will be provided for donations beyond the ticket cost.
Holy Week Schedule: Palm/Passion Sunday: 10 April at 11h, 14h; Services of Song
and Prayer: 11-13 April at 19h; Maundy Thursday: 14 April, Worship Service with
communion at 20h; Good Friday: 15 April, Worship Service at 20h; Easter Sunday:
17 April, Sunrise Service at 7h on the quai d’Orsay followed by breakfast; Traditional
Service at 11h; Contemporary Service at 14h; Easter Monday: 2 April, church offices
closed.
Post-Pandemic Me helpful resources: Find at acparis.org/post-pandemic-me.
Prayers and aid for the people of Ukraine: acparis.org/ukraine.
This week's Lent Creation Care Challenge: Go to a park and walk or pray. Lent
is a time of prayer, fasting and giving to the poor. There are six creation care
challenges, one for each week of Lent. Even committing to one thing is “Good
Enough,” the Lent theme this year. Sign up here: acparis.org/give-it-up-for-creation.
See the March issue of the Spire for details.
Creation Care Initiatives: One way we are working to improve our Creation Care
practices at ACP is to move towards paperless worship services in the weeks
following Easter. Thanks to electronic documents online and our new sanctuary
screens, this should be a fairly easy adjustment for all of us! Electronic copies of our
bulletins at acparis.org/bulletins or in our new mobile app, available at
churchcenter.com.

http://acparis.org/sottovoce


Book Table: There are free DVDs of significant events in ACP’s history and CDs of
ACP’s original worship band available. New books for purchase will be available
after the services. Please stop by and see if there’s something you’d like to pick up.
Payment by cash or check.
ACP Council positions opening for 2022-2023: The ACP Nominating Committee
prayerfully discerns and nominates leaders to Council positions, to ensure the
smooth running of the church. For the 2022-2023 Council year there are positions to
be filled in HR, Property, Communications, Worship & Music, Christian Education,
Finance/Stewardship & Development, and Council Secretary. We would love to hear
your suggestions for Council leadership at acparis.org/leadership-suggestions.
Reception on Sundays: Please note that to alleviate expenses and our projected
deficit budget in 2022, we are no longer employing a receptionist on Sundays.
Pastors are taking over many of the duties, and we will post the Sunday schedule on
the reception window each Sunday. Thank you for your understanding.

Volunteer Needs

Nursery Volunteers Needed! ACP is pleased to announce the hiring of Kelsey Poe
as our new nursery coordinator. With Kelsey in place, we are now hoping to reopen
the nursery for use during the 11h and 14h services as soon as possible, but will
need many new volunteers to do so. If you feel called to serve in our nursery, please
contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org.
Tech help needed for 14h service: Calling all techies! If you are interested, please
contact Natalie Raynal at cmusic@acparis.org.
The installation of our fabulous Sound and Light project is almost complete …
Thank you so much for the grace of your patience. If you’d like to be a part of our
worship tech and A/V team, we would welcome your help! Please contact us at
avm@acparis.org.
The Mission Outreach Committee has a need for 2 to 4 new committee members.
If you are mission minded and would like to serve alongside our mission partners,
please contact Mary Hovind of the nominating committee: bemary1212@gmail.com.
Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information, please
contact us at communications@acparis.org.

Children's Ministries

Children’s Worship: Children's Worship is held during the 11h and 14h services.
For safety reasons, all children must be registered for the program to
attend. You can register your child for Children's Worship at
acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR code here. We also ask
that you register your child's attendance in advance of each Sunday at
acparis.org/signups. If you are an adult and are interested in joining our Children's
Worship leadership team, contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org.

mailto:cmusic@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org
mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org


Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Youth Ministry (collège, lycée): Youth group meets weekly on Sundays
12h30-13h45 in the Catacombs on the basement level of ACP. Scan the
QR code for our 2022 winter calendar. Follow our Youth Group on
Instagram here: @acpyouthsquad. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for
more information.
Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-30): Young adults meet weekly on Tuesday nights
19h30-21h30 in the Catacombs (basement level under Sanctuary). Contact
youthpastor@acparis.org for more information. Follow our YA Group on Instagram
here for the latest updates: https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/.

Adult Ministries

Deepening Our Faith: Last study on 23 March, 19h30-21h via Zoom. Register at
acparis.org/signups.
Small miracles in the time of coronavirus: What does pilgrimage mean to you?
30 March at 19h30 on Zoom. The impossibility of international travel during the
Covid-19 crisis has brought many disappointments, but also opportunities to discover
nearby destinations with new eyes. Join us for a 35-minute slideshow and a
discussion about the meaning of pilgrimage with long-time ACP members Karen
Albrecht and Barbara Yème. Register for Zoom details at acparis.org/signups.
Alpha Course: Starting 7 April at 19h. Got questions about life? Try Alpha! Alpha is
back in-person and we will meet 19h to 21h for dinner, a short video talk, and small
group discussion (available in English or French). Who will you invite? More info and
registration at acparis.org/alpha or email alpha@acparis.org.
Women’s Pilgrimage Walk: A small group of women will walk from Chartres to
Vendôme from 3-8 June on a pilgrimage. We hope this will be a unique opportunity
to delve into challenging issues regarding one’s relationship with God, personal
relationships, love, and living life abundantly. Space is limited; request a registration
questionnaire as soon as possible from Caroline at: christianeducation@acparis.org.
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: 17h30-19h30 on Zoom. We are studying the
book of Hebrews. Register for Zoom, details at acparis.org.
Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30. Information at
acparis.org/men-thursday. Meeting in person at church and on Zoom.
Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays 18h-19h via Zoom. Join us for prayer
in silence. We practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness according to the
method of Centering Prayer, followed by the reading of a short sacred text according
to the method of Lectio Divina. Register at acparis.org.

mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
mailto:christianeducation@acparis.org


Sandwich Ministry: Come join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from
17h-18h30 to help make sandwiches to help feed over 100 homeless persons a
week. Today we are collecting donations of sliced bread, meat, cheese, butter,
whole fruit, canned tuna, sardines, nuts, instant coffee, sugar cubes, tea bags, and
non-perishable, individually wrapped snacks. A drop-off bin will be available in the
theater during coffee time. For more information, contact Stacy Bennison at
reception@acparis.org.
African Fellowship: Fellowship in the Thurber Room at 13h the first Sunday of the
month.
Knitting Group: See acparis.org/groups to register for Zoom details and more
information.
Recycling reminder: The garbage bins with yellow lids are for recycling paper,
cans, and plastics. Please think about recycling your bulletin on the way out today!
Read all about it – inspiration, information, news, and events from ACP in the most
recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at acparis.org.

mailto:reception@acparis.org






Ministers of the American Church in Paris

Ministers The Entire Congregation
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org
Youth & Young Adult Pastor The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Don Lee visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Pastoral Intern Kate Snipes pastorintern@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in Paris
and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through
regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s
service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66%
reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost
of your support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts
made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American Church
in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction from taxable
income in the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The
American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00

mailto:seniorpastor@acparis.org
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mailto:weddings@acparis.org
http://www.acparis.org

